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SUB J : MODE- NASA REQUEST TO ASSIGN ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL TO 
ESTEC SPACELAB PROJECT 

REF: THE HAGUE 4426 

1 . AS RESULT OF DISCUSSIONS WITH HAMON (NASA) EMBASSY LEARNED 
THAT QUESTION OF STATUS FOR NASA PERSONNEL DETAILED TO ESTEC 
HAS NOT BEEN RESOLVED. ESA HAS SO FAR DONE NOTHING. ACCORDING 
TO HAMON, PRESENT PLANS CALL FOR INCREASING NASAS EMPLOYEES 
DETAILED TO ESTEC FROM SIX (COPPS HAVING ALREADY ARRIVED) 

TO 18. APPARENTLY FOUR EMPLOYEES WILL COME ON A TDY BASIS FOR 
APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR AND EIGHT OTHERS ON ONE TO TWO YEAR 
ASSIGNMENTS. 

2. PRESUMABLY, SINCE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES CANNOT BE 
OBTAINED FOR SUCH NASA PERSONNEL THROUGH THE EMBASSY (THE HAGUE 
993), ESA SHOULD SEEK TO OBTAIN THE SAME STATUS FOR THEM AS 

THAT GRANTED TO ESA PERSONNEL FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. THIS STATUS 
PROVIDES ONLY FOR DUTYFREE IMPORTATION OF CARS AND PERSONAL 
EFFECTS AND EXEMPTION FROM DUTHC INCOME TAX. WE UNDERSTAND THAT 
ESA HAS AGREED TO REIMBURSE NASA FOR ALLOWANCES AND TRAVEL 
COSTS FOR NASA PERSONNEL AND IF STATUS CANNOT BE OBTAINED, ALSO 
TO REIMBURSE NASA EMPLOYEES UP TO 10,000 FRENCH FRANCS AS A 
TAX REBATE ON PERSONAL CARS. 
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3. HAMON STATES THAT DEPARTMENT INFORMED NASA, AND THAT NASA IN 
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TURN IS INFORMING EMPLOYEES DETAILED TO ESTEC THAT THEY 
CANNOT RECEIVE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES THROUGH THE EMBASSY. 

AT SAME TIME, APPARENTLY NASA PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT 
EMBASSY WILL ARRANGE APO AND COMMISSARY PRIVILEGES FOR THEM AND 
THAT ESA WILL COVER TAX REIMBURSEMENT ON THEIR PERSONAL VEHICLES. 

4. ALTHOUGH NASA PERSONNEL ALREADY HERE NOW ENJOY APO AND COMMISSARY 
PRIVILEGES, THIS STRETCHES LEGAL ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN DUTHC AND 

US. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT DIPLOMATIC STATUS OF EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL ENTITLED THEM TO COMMISSARY AND APO PRIVILGES. SINCE 
NASA EMPLOYEES DETAILED TO ESTEC DO NOT HAVE SUCH STATUS, IF 
THEIR USEOF COMMISSARY AND APO SHOULD COME TO OFFICIAL DUTCH 
ATTENTION, GON COULD LEGITIMATELY CHALLENGE THEIR ACCESS. 
CONSEQUENTLY WE URGE CAUTION IN MAKING ANY COMMITMENT IN THIS 
REGARD, ALTHOUGH WE HOPE NO PROBLEM WILL ARISE WITH DUTCH. 
INCIDENTALLY, WE UNDERSTAND FROM HAMON THAT WITHOUT APO AND 
COMMISSARY PRIVILGES, NASA WOULD FIND IT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT 
TO RECRUIT PERSONNEL FOR ESTEC. 

5. UNDER ABOVE CIRCUMTANCES, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT NASA 
ACTIVELY SEEK TO ARRANGE THAT ITS PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO 

ESTEC BE GIVEN SAME STATUS AS OTHER ESA EMPLOYEES. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT ASSIGNEMENT OF THESE ADDITIONAL NASA EXPERTS IS AT INITIATIVE 
OF ESA AND IS ESSENTIAL TO SUCCESS OF EUROPEAN PROJECT; 

CONSEQUENTLY, ESA SHOULD BE ABLE TO TREAT NEW NASA PERSONNEL 
LIKE NATIONALS OF OTHER STATES ASSIGNED TO ESTEC, SOMETHING 
IT DECLINED TO SO FOR PREVIOUS NASA EMPLOYEES. 

6. IN ANY CASE, AS ALREADY REPORTED, EMBASSY WILL PROVIDE 
ADMINISTRATIVESUPPORT, WITH SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES PAID 
THROUGH RFC PARIS. 

BROWN 
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